
To safely transport gasoline from a service 
station to your home in a car, place the 
container securely in the rear floorboard with 
a window cracked for ventilation.   

In a truck, secure the container to prevent 
sliding and open a side or tailgate window.  
Remove the container promptly and store it 
safely out of reach of children, preferably in 
a locked storage shed or garage.  

NEVER keep gasoline stored in a vehicle or 
your house.  
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Get ready for the day the utility can control your thermostat and appliances.  It’s called the 
smart grid and it’s coming.  Fortunately, it’s not nearly as scary as it sounds once you 
understand the background and why the smart grid is necessary. 
 
Matching Supply and Demand 
For decades, the mission of electric utilities was to supply enough electric power to meet 
consumer, commercial, and industrial demand.  Broadly speaking, utilities utilized two 
classes of power generation:  base load and peaking.  Base load plants provided the majority 
of electricity very efficiently.  Examples of base load plants are coal power plants, 
hydroelectric, and nuclear. 
 
Yet, base load plants do not ramp up or down easily.  For spikes in demand, the utilities 
needed something that could be rapidly deployed to meet peak demand.  Peaking plants can 
be spun up quickly, but are more expensive to operate.  Typically, these use oil or natural gas. 
 
Demand is highest in the summer during late afternoons when air conditioning is running flat 
out.  In the winter, peak demand usually occurs in the early morning when people warm up 
their homes and run showers before work.  While winter peaks are lower than summer peaks, 
capacity is also reduced in the winter because utilities take advantage of the reduced demand 
to shut off some base load plants for maintenance and retrofitting.  Peaking power covers the 
increased demand during these time periods. 
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Homeowner News 

Reserve Margin and Reliability 
Utilities have always operated with a healthy reserve margin.  This is excess 
capacity that can be called upon in the event of an unexpected power plant 
failure.   
 
Electric reliability is further enhanced by  
the power grid, which is broken up into  
power pools that cover a number of states  
and Canadian provinces.   
 
The utility operators within each power  
pool back each other up, so that a  
problem with one plant can be  
covered by others. 
 

 
Con nued on p. 2 
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Dijon‐Tarragon Cream Chicken 
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1 tbsp butter 
1 tbsp olive oil 
4 skinless, boneless, chicken breast halves 

1/2 cup heavy cream 
1 tbsp. Dijon mustard 
2 tsp fresh tarragon 

1. Melt the butter and heat the oil in a skillet over medium-high heat. Season chicken 
with salt and pepper, and place in the skillet. Brown on both sides. Reduce heat to 
medium, cover, and continue cooking 15 minutes, or until chicken juices run clear. 
Set aside and keep warm. 

2. Stir cream into the pan, scraping up brown bits. Mix in mustard and tarragon. 
Cook and stir 5 minutes, or until thickened. Return chicken to skillet to coat with 
sauce. Drizzle chicken with remaining sauce to serve. 
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Green Power is Reversing the Formula 
Today, politics have made it almost impossible to build a coal plant, nuclear plant 
(though some existing plants are expanding), or dam a river.  Base load generation is 
not increasing.  In fact, it’s falling as age and more stringent regulations retire base 
load generating plants. 
 
Replacing the base load plants are renewables and peaking power.  The main 
renewable is hydroelectricity, which isn’t increasing.  Solar and wind power are clean 
energy sources, but also variable.   
 
The variability of green power problematic for utility planners who have to balance 
supply and demand.  This is where the smart grid comes in.  In return for lower rates, 
utilities will be able to shut off appliances like your heating and air conditioning 
system and water heater for brief periods of time.  More than likely, you will not even 
notice, but the cumulative effect of a utility shutting off thousands or even hundreds of 
thousands of appliances can reduce demand to meet a faltering supply.  It also means 
the utility can maintain reliability with a slimmer reserve margin. 
 
Offering a better rate for interruptible power is an old practice in the industrial sector.  
Large users of electricity usually get better rates, but agree to allow power to be cut if 
the utility is stressed.  Utilities go to extremes to avoid cutting power.  They make 
money by supplying power. 
 
Greater Costs to You 
Green power is more expensive.  Even with government subsidies, it comes at a steep 
premium over traditional base load power.  Even when the smart grid is up and 
running, not enough green power is coming online to replace losses in base load 
capacity.  To cover shortfalls, utilities are using peaking power for base load.  Peaking 
power is less expensive than green power, but more expensive than traditional base 
load generation.  Even with a smart grid price break, you will pay more. 

Air‐Tro is a great company with outstanding and honest 
people. They always exceed our expecta ons, considering 
that their industry is filled with less than reputable 
companies. They stand out as a leader and the best 
company in their category.  ‐Ada B., March 2013 

Don’t Let Your Fun Go Up In A 
Flash Flame 

Nice weather means boats, motor bikes, 
lawnmowers, power tools and other equipment 
powered by gasoline. Be careful. Gasoline vapors 
are highly combustible and the cause of numerous 
household tragedies. 

Gasoline is intended for use as a motor fuel only.  
Unfortunately, too many people also find it useful 
as a stain remover, to light charcoal grills and for 
other popular but hazardous purposes. 

It is extremely dangerous to use or store gasoline 
inside the home. Its invisible vapors travel quickly 
and can be ignited by a single spark from an 
appliance or even from turning on a light switch.  In 
particular, never store gasoline anywhere near a 
water heater (especially an older model) with its 
constantly burning pilot light. 

Use only containers with tight-fitting caps that are 
designed for gasoline transport and storage. Never 
use glass, plastic bottles or jugs for gasoline or any 
other flammable liquid. 

Always place the container on the ground before 
filling and keep the hose nozzle in contact with the 
container.  Never fill a container while it is in a 
vehicle. 
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Call (626) 357‐3535 Today! 

On Any Repair Furnace Tune‐up 

The Role of Efficiency 
The way to protect yourself is to install more energy efficient equipment 
in your home, especially your furnace, air conditioner, and water heater.  
Replace your light bulbs with CFLs or LED lights.  Make sure your 
home’s structural envelope and duct system are sealed. 
 
Energy efficiency improvements by millions of people play an important 
role in helping North America balance electricity supply and demand.  
It’s more significant than the contributions of green power and in truth, 
is greener too once you account for environmental impacts of a solar or 
wind farm.  So not only is a comfort system upgrade good for your 
wallet, it’s good for the country. 
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