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HERO (Home Energy Retrofit Opportuni-

ties), a revolutionary funding method for 

home improvements, has been available 

in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties 

for two years. After a limited launch last 

year, the Los Angeles County Board of Su-

pervisors authorized HERO for all of LA 

County last week. 

HERO allows you, as the homeowner, to 

make energy saving and water saving im-

provements to your home with no up-

front investment. Instead, the expense of 

the work is paid for over a period of 5 to 

15 years, through your property tax bill. 

We all want to cut our water and power 

usage. It saves us money, and it’s good for 

the environment. But for many homeown-

ers, the up-front cost is daunting.  

HERO covers those up-front costs. You pay 

it back as a property tax surcharge. BUT 

you save AS you pay; your lower water 

and electric bills start just as soon as the 

improvements are done. And paying via 

property taxes has important income tax 

advantages. In most cases, property taxes  

(Cont. on Page 2) 

HERO Program Guide: 

Funding home improvements via your 

property tax bill. 

1) Must use high-efficiency products. 

Standard products don’t qualify. 

2) Relies on value of real estate, not 

on your personal credit. 

3) Must be current on your mort-

gage and property taxes. 

4) All work done under HERO must 

be done by qualified, participating 

contractors. 

5) All work done under HERO must 

be permitted with your local 

building department. 

6) Payment terms of up to 5, 10, 15 

or 20 years, depending on the in-

stalled product. 
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are themselves tax deductions when you 

file your income tax. Check with your tax 

preparer for details. 

The number one energy consumer in most 

homes is almost always your air condition-

ing and heating system. Savings here can 

make a big difference. And most home-

owners have “tiered” energy rates; the 

current Tier IV rate for Southern California 

Edison is 31 cents per kilowatt hour (the 

national average is 12 cents). Summer is 

when Tier IV pricing kicks in for most of us. 

So cutting your air conditioning energy use 

by 30% can end up saving you more than 

50% on your electric bill, as you move to 

lower tier pricing. 

For details, go to http://www.airtro.com/

homeowners/hero-financing  

 

Home Upgrade Rebates 

Also available throughout Edison territory 

in Los Angeles County are Home Upgrade 

Rebates. These can provide up to $3,000 

per air conditioning system in a home. 

Only high efficiency equipment will quali-

fy, but the rules are similar to the HERO 

rules. You can participate in both pro-

grams—and you should! For details, go to 

http://www.airtro.com/homeowners/home-

upgrade . Or call us at Air-Tro! We’ll be 

happy to answer your questions. And if 

you’re not an Edison customer, we can 

help you get rebates from your local mu-

nicipal utility, too! 

 

 HERO comes to Los 

Angeles County 

Continued from Page 1 

626-357-3535 
www.airtro.com 

2 

DIY: Icy Chalk Art Cubes 

Using just a few simple ingredients, you can create a unique and 

colorful burst of art on your sidewalk or driveway! 

626-357-3535 

 You’ll need a simple ice cube tray to start. Fill each slot with 

30% baking soda and 40% corn starch.  

 Add a couple of drops of liquid water color or food coloring. 

(Liquid water color will be more vibrant. You can find bottles 

of it at local craft stores or on sites such as Amazon.com). 

 Fill the tray the rest of the way with water, gently mix, then 

freeze until solid. 

 Take your ice chalk outside, grab a spray bottle of vinegar, 

then spray the cubes 
Source: www.drawingajeweledrose.com 

http://www.airtro.com/homeowners/hero-financing
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Household Hazards Keep 

Increasing for Toddlers 

It seems like evening news programs are always 

talking about a new hazard you’ve never thought 

of. Something that crept up on me and a lot of 

other people recently is the danger presented by 

those popular laundry detergent pods. A recent 

news story reported that some 17,000 children 

under the age of six have gone to emergency 

treatment centers after ingesting laundry pods or 

getting detergent in their eye. 

To a child the colorful laundry packets may re-

semble candy, but they can cause serious intesti-

nal injury if bitten and swallowed. It’s common 

for moms and dads to have a child close by when 

doing laundry. Often they make a game of it by 

inviting the youngster to help out handling the 

items to be washed. But all it takes is a few sec-

onds with your back turned for a toddler to grab 

one of those pods. 

Please be sure to keep all household cleaning 

products out of the reach of small children. If 

possible, put a lock on the door leading to your 

laundry area so they can’t get in to “play house” 

when you’re not watching. 

Also, keep those laundry pods in their original con-

tainer so they don’t look like pieces of candy wait-

ing to be grabbed. And, read the warning label so 

you know what to do if a child does ingest one. 

Oh, and put a childproof lock on those front-

loading washing machines. Small children love to 

open the doors and crawl inside. 

Coupon Corner 
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$320 $25 off 
EZ Reader Thermostat Repair Call 

One time use. Expires 07/31/15. Cannot 

be combined with other offers. Coupon 

must be presented at time of service. 

One time use. Expires 07/31/15. Cannot 

be combined with other offers. Coupon 

must be presented at time of service. 

$588 
Sonux UV Lamp 

One time use. Expires 07/31/15. 

Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Coupon must be present-

ed at time of service. 

www.airtro.com 
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Beat the Summer Heat Check out these unique tips for beating the summer heat! 

 When the air outside is dry, hang a damp 

sheet in an open window. Incoming 

breezes will be cooled by the evaporating 

water. 

 

 Close curtains and blinds with sun-

deflecting white on the window side. This 

can reduce the heat passing into your 

house by as much as 45%! 

 

 Place a shallow bowl of ice in front of a fan 

and enjoy the breeze! 

 Let your computer take a nap. Set it to  a low 

power mode which puts it to sleep after 10 

minutes so it generates less heat. 

 

 Skip the drying cycle on the dishwasher and 

simply air dry your dishes. Use the 

dishwasher at night when the air is cooler. 

 

 Stay hydrated! Avoid beverages that contain 

alcohol, caffeine, or lots of sugar. These are 

dehydrating. Opt for hydrating fruits and 

vegetables such as 
Source: www.realsimple.com 

 

Air-Tro, Inc. 

1630 S. Myrtle 

Monrovia CA  91016 

In This Issue: 

HERO comes to Los 

Angeles County 

Page 1-2 

Icy Chalk Art 

Page 2 

Household Hazards 

Increasing 

Page 3 

Coupon Corner 

Page 3 

Tips for Beating the Heat 

Page 4 

 

©2015 Service Roundtable 


